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Cover photo: Wooden stick and rope found by Amnesty
International delegates at a detention centre in western Libya,
September 2011. A guard said that they would use it to tie
detainees’ feet (so that they can be beaten on their soles)
but “only to scare” detainees, not to beat them.
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WHETHER IN A HIGH-PROFILE CONFLICT
OR A FORGOTTEN CORNER OF THE 
GLOBE, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
CAMPAIGNS FOR JUSTICE, FREEDOM 
AND DIGNITY FOR ALL AND SEEKS TO
GALVANIZE PUBLIC SUPPORT TO BUILD 
A BETTER WORLD

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist
the dangerous forces that are undermining human rights. Be part
of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

? Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide
movement campaigning for an end to human rights violations.
Help us make a difference.

? Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

Together we can make our voices heard.  

I am interested in receiving further information on becoming a member of Amnesty
International

name

address

country 

email

I wish to make a donation to Amnesty International (donations will be taken in UK£, US$ or )

amount

please debit my                            Visa                                   Mastercard

number

expiry date

signature

Please return this form to the Amnesty International office in your country.

For Amnesty International offices worldwide: www.amnesty.org/en/worldwide-sites
If there is not an Amnesty International office in your country, please return this form to:

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House,
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom
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DETENTION ABUSES STAINING 
THE NEW LIBYA

Militia fighting against Colonel Mu’ammar al-Gaddafi have detained
about 2,500 people in the capital Tripoli and surrounding areas since
taking control of these areas in late August 2011. Detainees have been
held in former prisons as well as in schools, homes, sports clubs and
other detention centres not overseen by the Ministry of Justice 
and Human Rights. Most have been held without legal orders and many
have been beaten and otherwise ill-treated, especially in the first
days of detention. Black Libyans and Sub-Saharan Africans have been
particularly targeted and generally face worse treatment in detention.

The new Libyan authorities – the National Transitional Council (NTC) –
face numerous challenges in their efforts to gain control of Libya 
and to rein in various militia, some of them operating independently. The
NTC has promised to respect international human rights law, and has
called on its supporters to treat captives with dignity and to avoid
revenge attacks. In this report, which is based on extensive research
conducted in Libya in August and September 2011, Amnesty
International urges the NTC to take urgent and concrete measures to
translate these pledges into reality, including by investigating abuses by
its supporters as well as by al-Gaddafi forces, and bringing the
perpetrators to justice.
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